
Why are Sight Words Important? 

FACT:  The first 12 sight words make up 25% of all words we 
READ & WRITE. 

FACT: The top 100 sight words make up 50% of all words we 
READ & WRITE. 

For simple strategies you can use to help your students learn sight 
words click here. 

Frequency* Words are listed in order of how often they are used 
in books.  For example, of the top 100 sight words, the most 
commonly used sight word is “the.” 

Top 100 Sight Words 

Word Frequency Word Frequency Word Frequency Word Frequency

THE 1 TO 2 AND 3 A 4

I 5 HE 6 YOU 7 IT 8

OF 9 IN 10 WAS 11 SAID 12

HIS 13 THAT 14 SHE 15 FOR 16

ON 17 THEY 18 BUT 19 HAD 20

AT 21 HIM 22 WITH 23 UP 24

ALL 25 LOOK 26 IS 27 HER 28

THERE 29 SOME 30 OUT 31 AS 32

BE 33 HAVE 34 GO 35 WE 36

AM 37 THEN 38 LITTLE 39 DOWN 40

DO 41 CAN 42 COULD 43 WHEN 44



 

Word Frequency Word Frequency Word Frequency Word Frequency

DID 45 WHAT 46 SO 47 SEE 48

NOT 49 WERE 50 GET 51 THEM 52

LIKE 53 ONE 54 THIS 55 MY 56

WOULD 57 ME 58 WILL 59 YES 60

BIG 61 WENT 62 ARE 63 COME 64

IF 65 NOW 66 LONG 67 NO 68

CAME 69 ASK 70 VERY 71 AN 72

OVER 73 YOUR 74 ITS 75 RIDE 76

INTO 77 JUST 78 BLUE 79 RED 80

FROM 81 GOOD 82 ANY 83 ABOUT 84

AROUND 85 WANT 86 DON’T 87 HOW 88

KNOW 89 RIGHT 90 PUT 91 TOO 92

GOT 93 TAKE 94 WHERE 95 EVERY 96

PRETTY 97 JUMP 98 GREEN 99 FOUR 100



There are several, simple and effective ways to help students learn sight words. (1) Read patterned 

books to your students. Patterned books contain many high-frequency sight words and this provides 

an opportunity to learn what sight words “look like” in books. Rhyming books, in particular, are a great 

resource for teaching and learning sight words. Children are engaged and will often start reading on 

their own, after listening to a “rhyming” book several times.  Shel Silverstein and Dr. Seuss books are 

highly recommended resources for teaching sight words.  I have had several students who were 

struggling with this skill, learn sight words very easily using these resources at school and at home. 

However, please use what works best for your students, and read books he/she finds engaging. This will 

help students focus and persevere as they are learning this essential skill.  (2) Reread favorite books 

daily. It’s important for children to be engaged when listening to others read, and one of the best ways 

to do this is by choosing a favorite book. Consistency is key. Listening is a skill that will help students 

develop “automaticity.”  As you are reading your students are learning vocabulary, sentence structure, 

tone, fluency, sight words and processing that knowledge at a deeper level every day, through daily 

exposure. In addition, reading the same book daily, while your students listen provides many 

opportunities to increase all reading skills.   (3) Play with words in games.  One sight word game 

my students all enjoy is Sight Word BINGO. As each student wins I have them point to each word on 

their card, and read it. I also use the word in a sentence and have them repeat the sentence as a group. 

Students love reading their BINGO sight words and, learning together.  (4) Echo read with your 

students. Echo reading is exactly what it sounds like.  Read one sentence at a time, pointing to each 

word.  Have your students reread the same sentence and point to each word.  When you have read the 

same book a few times change roles.  Have your students be the “teacher” and read first while pointing 

to each word, while you are the “student.” Pointing to each word helps students focus on the words and 

their structure.  This simple strategy helps increase sight word recognition.  (5) Write sentences 

together.  Make them short and sweet so students are successful.  Focus on content, not handwriting, 

and choose one or two sight words per week. If you’re not sure how to begin, use “sentence starters”  



with your students and have them “fill in the blank.”  For example, (a) I can…….. (b) The dog is…… (c) I 

like to…… Write the sentence on your white board, and model how to read, pointing to each word.  Have 

the students choral read and then write the sentence on their white boards. Pay particular attention to 

the sight words.  Have students circle or underline them. Students can then pair/share and take turns 

reading to each other.  Last, but not least, (6) use flashcards. Do what is motivational for your 

students.  For some children, flashcards are very engaging. I prefer to teach sight words in context for a 

number of reasons, however, I am always open to what works best for each child. While it is not my 

personal preference, I know that flashcards can be a supplemental resource that is an effective teaching 

tool. 

In a nutshell, sight word knowledge, develops over time, from repeated exposure, and requires many 

practice opportunities that involve both reading and listening.  Using engaging resources that motivates 

students to read on their own is not only effective, but essential if you want to instill a love of reading 

that will help your students succeed. 


